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’KIDNAPPED FROM WEST BENGAL

Teen rescued from

flesh trade one held
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MUMBAI: An18-year-old, whowas
allegedly kidnapped from near
herresidencein Murshidabadin
West Bengal, was recently res-
cued fromasexracketinNerul.
A pimp has also been arrested,
whilean unidentified kidnapper
isatlarge.

The Mumbai police and their
counterpartsfrom Nerulunder-
took the operation on Sunday.

The victim’ssistertold HT on
the phone: “OndJuly 17, my sister
was sedated and kidnapped by
an unidentified man after she
hadlefthome tovisitabank. She
was brought to Mumbai by
flight. My sister somehow man-
aged to contact me through the
mobile phone the next day. She
informed me thatshe wassome-
wherein Mumbai. She said they
wereforcinghertohavesex. She
said she will consume poisonand
commit suicide.”

After receiving a complaint
from the sister, the Raninagar
police in Murshidabad regis-

‘teredakldnappmg caseonJuly
20. Her sister contacted Sujay
Deashan of NGO Rescue Foun-
dation. Deashan contacted the
Social Service Branch (SS
Branch) of the Mumbai police
who, based on technical evi-
dence, traced the girl to an old
buildingnext to Kohinoorlodge
in Nerul early on Sunday.
Asthesurvivordoesnotspeak
Hindi, it was difficult for her to
differentiate between Mumbai
and Navi Mumbai. She had
heard a pimp using the word
“Mumbai”. Withthe helpofthe
Nerul police, the girl was res-
cued at 5am on Sunday. Sachin
Rane, senior inspector of Nerul
police, said, “We have rescued
the girl and arrested the man-
ager (pimp) under the Immoral
Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956.”
The kidnapper was being
traced. Deashan said, “Thanksto
the Mumbai police, wemanaged
to rescue the girl. Raninagar
police will arrivein thecityina -
few daystotakeherback home.
She has been kept at a shelter
home.” g7
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LS passes law to deal with human trafficking

}‘ Union Mmategi\/laneka Gandhi says the legislation does not intend to harass sex workers

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Lok Sabha
on Thursday passed a compre-
hensive law to deal with the
menace of human trafficking,
with Union Minister Maneka
Gandhi stating that the legisla-
tion does not intend to harass
sex workers.

Assuring that she would
incorporate in the Rules any
“lacunae” that the members
have pointed out, the Women
and Child Development Min-
ister said the bill is intended to
go after human traffickers and
not the victims.

Members cutting across
party lines supported the bill.

Even as Congress and
CPI(M) demanded that the bill
be sent to the standing com-
mittee, Gandhi said “the bill is
long overdue ... The law is vic-

tim centric and conviction rate
will hopefully improve after the

. bill is enacted”. The Trafficking

of Persons (Prevention, Protec-
tion and Rehabilitation) Bill,
2018, provides for confidenti-
ality of victims, witnesses and
complainants, time-bound trials
and repatriation of the victims.

“This bill is-not intended
to harass those social workers
who are voluntarily in the pro-
fession... This is a bill that has
a compassionate view of people
who have been victims of sex
racket;” Gandbhi said.

“When 11 year-old Tara is
trafficked from her village and
sold into bonded labour, beaten
and burnt by her owner, how do
wesave her? When sheissold to
marriage to a 45-year-old man
and raped everyday for months,
how do we save her? We have
no institutions, no processes to

do so;” she said.

“And today if we are not
passing this bill, we are choosing
to deny Taraand all the millions
like her fundamental right to
life and liberty,” Gandhi added.

The legislation proposes to
create institutional mechanisms
at the district, state and central
levels. It calls for punishment
ranging from 10 years of rig-
orous imprisonment and a fine
not less than Rs 1 lakh.

Besides prevention, rescue
and rehabilitation, it covers
aggravated forms of traffick-
ing such as forced labour, beg-
ging and marriage.

“Begging is an aggravated
crime. Often we get to see at
traffic lights that women are
begging holding a baby which
is drugged and sleeping and is
being fed milk. They are, hired
on an hourly or daily basis”

Gandhi said.

She said a lot of countries
have written to India sayin
thatitisa good bill and they will
also draft their respective anti-
human trafficking law based on
this. For the first time, buying
and selling of human beings is
being madea cognisable offence,
she said adding that the bill is
pathbreaking step and SAARC

and United Nations Office on
%rugs and Crime (UNODC)

tions are looking forward to
India to take a lead by enanct-

“ing this law.

“The proposed bill will hit
organised nexus of trafficing,”
Gandhi said.

A rehabilitation fund with
an initial corpus of Rs 10 crore
would be created for the first

time which willbe used for the
physical, psychological and
social well being of the victims.
Also there would be designated
courts in each district for speedy
trial of the cases.

Gandhi also assured the
members in the House that the
amount would increase as and
when required. The Bill provides
for attachment and forfeiture of
property and also the proceeds
of crime. The Minister, however,
said that no property would be
attached without giving notice.

A National Anti-Trafficking
Bureau would be set up to per-
form functions of international
coordination with authoritiesin
foreign countries and interna-
tional organisations. Currently,
India uses different laws to deal
with human trafficking cases
depending on the facts of the
case. The police sometimes uses

the Immoral Traffic Prevention
Act to raid brothels and rescue
the women in it, while in other
cases, the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act is used to prosecute traf-
fickers. The Trafficking of Per-
sons (Prevention, Protection
and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018,
when enacted will be the only
legislation dealing with all form
of human trafﬁckmg
Participating in the dis-
cussion, Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor said the bill has been
drafted “by the bureaucracy;
for the bureaucracy” and the
victims are the “least priority”
in the bill. Replying to Tharoor,
the Minister said the draft bill
has been in public domain for
overayearand the Congress MP
had not “shared his wisdom” so
far. GandHi said during consul-
tation on the bill, Tharoor had

met her officially with repre-
sentatives of sex workers to give
their views, so that theyarenot |4
harassed. Earlier moving the bill |
for consideration and passage,
Gandhi had said it attempted
to create a legal, economic and
social enviornment for victims.

Quoting data, she said as
many as 19,223 children and
women were trafficked in 2016
as against 15,448 in 2015.

Moreover, 1,11,569 childern
have been reported missing in
2016, she said adding that they
are presumed to have been traf-
ficked and abducted for exploti-
tive purposes. “The reality is
actually and probably much
worse, she said.

Participating in the debate,

Pratima Mondal (TMC) said

some provisions of the Bill
were “vague” and gradation of

offenses appears to be i]logi/cal./
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The Bill has a provision for 10 years’ Rl or life term

Lok Sabha; passes

By Supriya Bhardwaj in New Delhi *

"HOW can we stay silent when women
and children are sold like goods?" This
is how Union Minister for Women and
Child Development Maneka Gandhi
started the discussion on Trafficking
of Persons (Prevention, Protection
and Rehabilitation) Bill on Thursday.

After more than three hour discussion,
in the Lok
ing the lunch break,
Lok Sabha debated the bill which provides
for the prevention, rescue, and rehabilita-
tion of trafficked persons, specially women

the bill was

passed
Sabha. Skipp

and children.

The bill also talked about the steps recquired
to provide care, protection and rehabilitation
of the victims of trafficking. The bill has a pro-
vision of 10 years of rigorous imprisonment to
life imprisonment and a minimum fine of Rs

one lakh.

Gandbhi said, “The current laws
define trafficking as an offence,
there are lots of gaps. The Bill
allows police officers to undertake
rescues as and when they receive
information. The Bill also allows
bank accounts of the perpetra-
tors to be frozen.”

Meanwhile, leading the debate
from the Congress side former
Union minister Shashi Tharoor
said, “The Bill is regressive and
paternalistic as it ignores the
agency of vietims. The difference
between human trafficking and
smuggling of migrants is well
recognised in international law
but this distinction is missing in
this Bill.” The Thiruvananthapu-
ram MP added, “Bill is a rehash of
existing laws. The government
must study how existing laws
have been applied”. He added
that the Bill must differentiate
between those who are trafficked
into sex work, and adult, consent-

WHO SAID WHAT?

ing women who have entered
sex work.

While replying to Dr Tharoor, she
said, “It is a pity that the Member
did not share his wisdom in the two
years of the drafting process. Dur-

The Bill also
talked about
the steps
required to
provide care,
protection and
rehabilitation of
the victims of
trafficking.

ing consultations there were two
kinds of people those who repre-
sent vietims, and those who repre-
sent sex workers. She says that
Tharoor came to her representing

sex workers.” India Today TV

Bill

WHAT THE

BILL SAYS

M The offences under
Bill includes trafficking
of persons, promoting

. trafficking, disclosing

the identity of the vic-

- tim, and aggravated

trafficking.

M The aggravated traf-
ficking will be punish-
able with rigorous

imprisonment of 10

years up to life impris-
onment, along with

a minimum fine of
Zone lakh.

# Time-bound trial by
designated courts.

‘The courts, which

will be set up, will seek
to complete trial
within ayear. .

M Natlonal Antl-'{raf-

ficking Bureau to

Investigate trafficking
cases and implement
provisions of the Bill
needs to be estab-
lished.

B The state govern-
ment will appoint a
State Nodal Oﬁ'l_cer.
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