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"Cops bust

gangof %,
n'aﬂickei's

4 arrested -

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

The Delhi police arrest-
ed four accused along
with one woman operat-
ing in Delhi-NCR. The
arrested accused were
identified as; Ravi (32) of
Pali in Rajasthan, Rinki
(20) of Ghazipur, UP,
Rohit (22), resident of
Hardoi, UP and Mukesh.
(25) resident of Rohtak
Haryana.

The police said aminor
has been  sexually
exploited by multiple
persons and is undergo-
ing counselling.

On June 30, a case of
kidnapping of a girl
aged 16 vears was filed
in Sultanpuri and inves-
tigation was taken up.
During the investiga-
tion, it was revealed that
the victim had eloped
withe ‘one Abhishek (18).
.The police searched foe
Ab ek, but he'could
not be tracecl.

On July 21, the victim
contacted her mother
and informed her that
she is in Rohini. Her
mother visited the place
and brought her to the
police station. She was
medically examined and
her statement was
recorded where she stat-
ed that she had eloped
with Abhishek. He took
her to Haridwar and
exploited her sexually
After spending four days
together, they returned/
to Delhi. and stated
the Old Delhi Rail
Station platform.
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Nooneshould gothroughwhatwedid:

Victims on World D
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was preceded byyears of servi-

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 29 JULY

Amotheratjust17, Seema(all
names changed to protect
identity)) wentback to hervil-
lageinJharkhand with her two-
month-old baby last week,
five years after she had been
sold to a family in Gurgaon
where shewasraped by aco-
domestic worker.

As another World Day
Against Traffickingin Persons
comes around on Monday,
Seema's life story is a stark
reminder of the millions of peo-
plewhoaretrafficked eachyear,
sold into prostitution, forced
labour or domestic work,
eitherforcefullyoronthepre-
textofabetterlife. Activistssay
evenasmallhintfrom the pub-
lic could play a very big role
inbusting human trafficking
rackets, appealing to people
tostayalertandreportifthey
see anything unusual. Traf-
fickingvictimslikeSeemaare
often hiding in plain sight,
working in upscale homes
butoverlooked byall thosewho

tudein the corporate suburb
of Gurgaonwith 19-hourwork-
daysand barelyenough food
for the young girl who once
dreamtofbecomingapainter.
Working hours were from
4amto 11pm everydayandl
wasmadetodoallhousehold
chores.Iwas the same age as
the children in the family.
While they would be prepar-
ingfortheirexams, Iwouldbe
. scrubbingfloors, Seemasaid.
She was given food left
overintheplatesofheremploy-
ers. If the plates were empty,
she would sleep hungry.-She
found her peace in painting
onnewspapersbutherworld
wasshattered againwhenshe
wasrapedbyanotherdomes-
ticworker.Idid notunderstand
what was happening to me
when my stomach started
bloating. My employers took
metoadoctorwhosaidlwas
pregnant. Theytried togetthe
childaborted butitwastoolate,
Seemasaid.Seemagavebirth

ay AgainstTrafficking |

to a babygirlin May thisyear
andhasbeenin severe depres-
sion since then.A case has|
been registered against the
accused butSeema's life will
neverbethesameagain, said
anti-traffickingactivist Ashok
Rawat. AllTwantisthatno other
person goes through the trau-
maldid,” said Seema. Butthat
is a wish that is not aboutto
be fulfilled anytime
soon.Accordingto theNation-
al Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB), almost 20,000 women
and children were victims of
human trafficking in India in
2016, arise of nearly25 per cent
compared to 2015. Srimoyee
istwoyearsolder than Seema
but her story of exploitation

“and servitude is the same.

Tired of being a farm worker
inhervillagein WestBengal's
Asansoldisrict, shewanted to
become a model but got
trappedinthetraffickingring
and was forced to become a
sex worker in Delhi. She was
rescued duringaraidbutsays
she is too ashamed to return
home. -
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“Why| pushecﬁorpassage
of the anti-trafficking bill

ManehGandhiD y%*

el

('\‘n July 26, Lok ﬁ?ﬁia
passed the landmark
__/ Trafficking of Persons
(Prevention, Protection and
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018.
There was an intensive de-
bateonawiderangeof issues
around the subject of traf-
ficking. I welcomed the de-
bate wholeheartedly since it
isrepresentativeof theprior-
ity we as members of Parlia-
menthave placed ontheissue
of protection of vulnerable
persons, especially women
and children. '

Every day, women and
children are bought and sold
in our villages and cities, as
partof whatisnowthelargest
organised crime in the world
— the trafficking of persons.
Asperthe National Crime Re-
cords Bureau, in 2016, a total
of 15,379 victims were fraf
ficked for exploitative pur-
poses, out of which 10,150
were women and 6,345 were
children. And 63,407 children
wentmissing during the year.
These numbers will be much
higher in reality as many
casesgounreported.

With eight children going
missing every hour, and one
woman being trafficked every
hour, we are morally and con-
stitutionally bound to act
with utmost urgency. For the

Maneka Gan di

first time, the Trafficking Bill
responds to this urgent need
with a comprehensive solu-
tion througharobust, respon-

sive and accountable institu- -

tional framework of preven-
tion, protection and rehabil-
itation. The bill seeks to
combat trafficking at all lev-

TOI EXCLUSIVE |

elsthroughacentralised body
to oversee issues of inter-
state and international traf-
fickingof persons,asurvivor-
centric protettion mecha-
nism and the choice of long-
term rehabilifation to adulis
that is not contingent upon
the status of prosecution.

It also makes way for eco-
nomicdeterrence that targets
trafficking as an organised
crime by attachment and for-
feiture of property and freez-
ing of bank account that are
used for the purpose of traf-

ficking. Importantly, the bill
also establishes accountabili-
ty of officers under the Act by
criminalising an omission of
duty of theirbehalf.

These provisions have-

been carefully harmonised

“with all existing and linked

provisions of law. The bill has
been drafted after in-depth
study and extensive consulta-
tion witharange of stakehold-

ers over a period of three

vears. We received hundreds
of suggestions from civil so-
ciety, representatives of sex
workers as well as victims of
trafficking, police organisa-
tions, state governments, la-
bour unions. We also received
valuable guidance from Mem-
bersof Parliamentand all this
was incorporated to strength-
entoprovisionsof thebill.
Iwould like to clear the air
around some of the concerns
that are being expressed,
which are primarily arising
from absence of clear under-
standing of the provisions of
the bill. Firstly, there is an ap-
prehension that the bill will
criminalise voluntary sex
work. This is completely false.
On the contrary, the bill pro-
vides safeguards to voluntary
sex workers against persecu-
tion and prosecution, while
giving them the option to ap-
proach the magistrate for long
term institutional, psycholog-

ical, social and economic sup-
portif she wishes to discontin-
ue. I urge those representing
therightsof sex workerstorec-
ognise the value of this choice .
in the lives of the people they
work so hard to defend.
Secondly, there are con-
cerns that the bill will raise
conflict with existing set of
legislations further confusing
and complicating the delivery
of justice. I would like to reit-
erate here, that the bill states
that it is in addition to and not
in derogation of any existing
laws for the time being in
force. The bill will tie together
variouslegislations througha
single system of institutional
framework. Thiswill bringac-
countability and convergence
within the overall trafficking
responsemechanism.
Thirdly, many valuable
t%gestmns regarding streng-
thening of enforcementof the
law have been provided. I will
ensure that each of the sug-
gestions will besuitably incor-
porated in the rules. Rules are
the instruments through
which the objectives and pro-
visions of the Act get imple-
menfed. We have already
started the process of drafting
these rules and will again be
taking inputs and guidance
from stakeholders.
(Thewriteris ministerfor
women and child development)
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Rape, trafficking
of teen: 8 held %?;

Il eight accused involved i AR

the elopement of a teenager
and her subsequentrapeand
confinement were arrested,
including her boyfriend andtwo
traffickers, police said. Accused
Abhishek, Ravi, Rinki, Rohit,
Mukesh, Intezar, Heena and
Ashok Goyal were arrested from
Delhi, Gurgaon and Ghaziabad.
They had sexually assaulted her,
confined the survivor and later
sold her to @ spa owner. emi %
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